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The Bulletin of the
Richmond Amateur Telecommunications Society
P.O.Box14828Richmond, Virginia 23221
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The September meeting of
the Richmond Amateur Telecommunications Society will be at
8:00PM, Friday, September20, 2002.
A new location for the meeting site
this month will be the West End
Volunteer Rescue Squad at 1802
Chantilly Street,Richmond.
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Our previous meeting site at
the Mechanicsville Christian Center
was only a temporary venue until a
more permanent location could be
found. Whether this site becomes
permanentor not still dependsupon a
decisionby the Board of Directors.
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Please make an effort to
attendthis month's meeting. We only
have three more meetings before
Frostfest.
ADVENTURES IN HAM RADIO
Mike Gabbert,KB5HSA
Two years ago I bought my
first
home on Darbytown Road.
This was with amateurradio in mind.
It is almostan acre in size,and there is
no homeowners association to
complain about the 45-foot tower that
supports my 20-meter inverted-vee
dipole.
That first spring in my new
home found me joining RATS and
upgrading to General. Still, after
being licensedfor 13 years,I wasn't an
active, on-the-air ham. During this
time
I'm
surfin' the web,

following the reflectors like the
eGroups(now Yahoo!Groups) forums
dealing with amateur radio. I'm
wonderingwhat particular facet of
ham
radio will
interest me
enough to stick my toe in and test
the waters. The most intriguing thing
I discover is portable HF operations
and a nifty little radio that has
causedthis field to explode. So I go
out andget one--aYaesuFT-817. The
two groups I'm referring to are Pres
Waterman, W2PW's FT-817 and
Bonnie Crystal, KQ6XA' s HFPack.
The HFPack group does not focus so
much on the FT-817 or
QRP
operations so much as it
does
portable or
"pedestrian mobile"
operations. It just seems to work
out that way.

Operating with a portable
power source, e.g., a small, packable
battery or solar panels,by definition
requires the use of low power.
Otherwise, these sources would be
inadequate. The FT-817 has made it
much easier for people to participate
in this mode and enabledthe fantastic
growth of this group. It doesthis by
providing a full-featured radio with
SSB, CW and digital capabilities.. In
fact, FT-817 and HFPack are the two
largest amateur radio groups on
Yahoo! Groups with 3,992 and 2,715
members,respectively.
Firing up my FT-817,
powered by a 12-volt, 5-Ah gel cell,
and transmitting through an MP-l
antenna,I mademy first two solo DX

contacts.The first is to Chris, FSRDC,
in Le Paradou,France,and the other is
to Ken, VE3GWN, in Sault Ste.Marie, Ontario, Canada.
I had presumedI was using
high power, For those of you who
don't know, that's five watts with this
rig, But I misreadthe power ingicator
icon. It meansdifferent power levels,
dependingon the power source, i.e"
internal vs. external batteries. So the
three bars I was interpreting as five
watts was really only 2.5 watts with
the externalgel cell.
I will confess, though, that
the QSO to Francewas a challenge. I
could hearChris mighty fine business,
but I had a lot of trouble getting him to
understandmy call. It seemsI could
not enunciate my "S" well enough
with this Texas tongue. My "sierra"
just wasn't getting through. Finally,
he said "sugar." BINGO! But the
QSO ended there due to the weak
signal on my part. If I had realized
I was only at 2.5 watts, I could
have boostedmy power and probably
madea nice little contact.
Originally, my
attitude
with DX'ing and contesting was
"What's the point?"
You make
contact, but you don't really say
anything. You don't learn anything
about who you're talking to or his
country or what he thinks-just first
name, call, QTH and signal report"Next!" But now, given that I never
have any idea of what to say to
somebody, whether they're standing
12 inches away or 12 time zones
away, I think DX'ing is a perfect fit
for me. The QSO is pretty well
scriptedso I don't haveto worry about
what to say.
I have the FT-817 not so
muchbecauseI'm into QRP work, but
because I'm interested in portable
operations. The FT-817, a great little
radio, could be better if it had just a
little more"punch."
A member of
HFPack,
Virgil Stamps, K500R of Houston,
Texas, has put together a nice little
amplifier for usewith any QRP rig to

boost a two watt signal to 35 watts.
Virgil has establishedhis own web
site calledHFPROJECTS.COMwhere
he supplies parts, documentationand
overseesthe constructionof this little
amp by homebrewerswho also want
to build their own--for only $100.
HFPackers were curious as to

whether this was a kit and violated
FCC regulations regarding amateurs
selling amplifiers, but Virgil sought
the FCC's opinion on the matter and
got their blessing.
The FCC
said, in
part,
"because the
amplifiers are being constructedby
members of your group individually
they would be permitted under this
rule [Section97.315(a)].Therule does
not prohibit a group of individuals
from coordinating the purchase of
parts to obtain a better price, or
otherwise address how parts are
obtained "
And believe me, $100 is a
great price for this project. Before I
realized Virgil was putting together a
group who
would
obtain,
package and distribute parts, I
startedbuying parts myself. I hadjust
gotten a fraction of what was needed,
and my bill was already $71! This
was abouta fifth of the parts and some
had to be specialordered. The trouble
with buying partsyourself is you can't
buy just one or two of anything. You
have to buy packs of resistors or a
whole roll of magnet wire instead of
the few feet you really need.
This whole spiel is a round
about way of introducing the topic of
the next two or three issuesof Solid
Copy--The documentation of
my
construction of the K500R HFPack
Amplifier. The project notes say this
is not for the beginner,but requiresa
"medium" skill level. I think I
qualify, but if I run into trouble we'll
see what kind of support I get. The
FT-817, using this amplifier and a
Buddipole, would make a very nifty
campingradio, or a nice tactical radio
in the event of a local or regional
disaster (think 9-11 or a hurricane
making landfall at the mouth of the
Chesapeake and coming up the
James).

Now let's see if I still
rememberthosethings I learnedabout
electronics, if I can still make nice,
shiny fillets and short leads and
rememberthat color code. Let's see
"Bad Boys Respect (gotta be PC ;-)
Our Young Girls. . ." Seeyou next
issue. Bring your solderingiron.

RADIOACTMTY
9-11

This fateful day was
commemoratedby hams in northern
Virginia with special event station.
K4P and was operated by the
Alexandria Radio Club from the
Pentagon and other sites around
Washington,D.C.
The stationwas on the air the
entire 24 hours of September 11th
(local time) on 80m through 10m
using SSBand CWo

CARA
W4C is anotherspecialevent
station that will be on the air
September21st 1200 UTC until the
22ndat 0400 UTC. This is the
"Collegiate QSO Party" sponsoredby
the Collegiate Amateur Radio
Association to promote college and
university ARCs in the ham
community at large. W4C will
operatefrom Fairfax, Virginia" on HF
only.
IOTA #NA-O67
The RoanokeValley ARC is
planning its 3rd annual IOTA
Expedition to OcracokeIsland, North
Carolina. They will be operatingfrom
October 14ththrough the 21st on SSB
and CW on most of the HF bands.
OcracokeIsland is listed as
US Islands Awards entity #NCOOlS
and American Lighthouse Society's
Lighthouse # USA-56l.
The Ocracoke Light was
built in 1823 and is the shortestand
oldest active lighthouse in North
Carolina.

VB Hamfest

VE EXAMS

The Virginia Beach Hamfest
will be September28th and 29th in the
PembrokeMall at the intersection of
Independenceand Beach Boulevards.
Hours are from 9:00 AM until 5:00
PM Saturdayand 9:00 AM until 3:00
PM on Sunday. Tickets are $5.00.
This is a new date and place for the
fest which is in the old Woolworth's
location in PembrokeMall.

Exams for licensing or upgrading for the next three months are
as follows. There are two locations,
one in Chester and the other in
Richmond. To take an examyou must
bring $10.00 cash (exact change)and
two forms of ill, one of which mustbe
a photo ill. If you are upgrading,you
must bring the original of your current
licenseand a photocopyof it.

The second exam will be
November 4th at 7:30 PM at Pietro's
Restaurant at the corner of Jeff
Davis Highway and OsborneRoad in
Chester. For more information or to
preregister call (804) 768-2255 or
visit:
http://www.kr4uq.org/V_E_EXA
MS/v e exams.html
The third examof the quarter

will be on December14th at 9:00
AM, at the Richmondlocation.

"CQ Jamboree"
The weekend of October 19th
and 20th will mark the 45th annual
Boy and Girl Scouts' Jamboree on
the Air. JOT A officially begins at
00:01 on Saturday and ends at 23:59
Sunday local time.

If

you

have

credit

for

previously passed element( s) bring
your CSCE. Arrive 15 minutes early
Preregistration is preferred, but not
required (unless you are taking the
CW element in Chester). Walk-ins are
welcome if seating and materials are
available.

The first exam is on October
12that 9:00 AM at J. Sargeant
Reynolds Community College, 1651 E.
ParhamRoad, Richmond,Building B.
For more information or to preregister
contactPatrick Wilson, W4PW, (804)
932-9424or go to:
http://www.w4pw.org/hamtests.htm

CONTRIBUTORS
Original submissionsof any
ham radio topic is always welcome.
Shareyour passionfor amateurradio
with the rest of us.
Email articles for the Winter
Edition of Solid Copy by December
5th to:
kb5hsa@arrl.net

or mailto
Mike Gabbert,
P. O. Box 941,
Sandston, Virginia 23150-0941

Solid CopyTM is publishedby the RichmondAmateur TelecommunicationsSociety,Inc., PO Box 14828,Richmond,VA 23221
Copyright 2002.All Rights Reserved.Circulation 200
Voice Mail System: (804) 790-0077,mailbox 7287
InternetE-mail Address:rats@rats.net
RATS Web Site: httn://www.rats.net
The purpose of Solid CopyTM is to provide club information and amateur radio news to membersof the Richmond Amateur
TelecommunicationsSociety.Information or articles for inclusion must be receivedno later than the first of the publication month.
Submit via the Internet at editor@,rats.net. Opinions expressedin Solid CopyTM do not necessarilyrepresentthe views of the
officers, directors,or membersof RATS, Inc. Material in this datafile may not be reproducedor distributedIN ANY FORM without
expresswritten permissionfrom RATS. Inc.

Board of Directors
TJ Johnston,N4UYQ, President
Guy Carlsen,K4CNF, Vice President
Charlie Trible, WA4ERC, Secretary
Arlo Amstutz, WA4RLO, Treasurer
WarrenWinner, W4UIE, Director
JerryLong, K4KJL, Director
ParkeSlater,N4KFT, Director
Mike Billie, WD8CHP, Director
Bill Stewart,KG4illI, Director

n4uvg@rats.net
k4cnf@rats.net
wa4erc@rats.net
wa4rlo@rats.net
~4uie@.rats.net
k4kjl@rats.net
n4kft@rats.net
wd8chQ@rats.net
kg4ijh@rats.net

The board may also be contacted,asa whole, at board@rats.net.
Pleasefeel free to contact any of us regarding RATS business,
information, and ideas.

R.A. T .S., Inc.
P. O. Box 14828
Richmond, VA 23221

FIRST CLASS MAIL
Forwarding & Address
Correction Requested
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