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"This is W 4RA T, You Are 2A Virginia, Whiskey Four Romeo Alpha Tango,
Two Alpha, Victor Alpha!"
FIELD DAY 2002

YL Amanda Johnston"Gets
on the Air" as Jerry Long, K4KJL,
elmers her through several QSOs
during Field Day 2002. R.A.T .S's
two new Kenwoods (a TM-D700A
and a TS-570SG) got their first
official workout during Field Day
2002 at HuguenotPark,June21st and
22nd. Several club members and
guestsas well as a number of drop-in
park visitors got to see and hear and
be a part of amateurradio in action.
QSOs were made on bands from 10
to 80 meterson both phoneand CW.
The first day's events
included a Frostfest 2002 worker's
appreciationpicnic. Many thanks to
the Andersons--Andy, KB4JXS, and
Shirley, KF4EFZ, for putting on the
picnic and to all the volunteers for
the February event. Shirley capped
the meal by surprising Andy, who
recently upgradedto Amateur Extra,
with a very nice birthday cake.

directions see the map on page 3 or
ask for talk-in assistanceFriday on
146.880 asmeetingtime approaches.
Meeting Dates for the Summer:

MONTHLY MEETINGS
Regular, monthly meetings
of the Richmond Amateur TelecommunicationsSocietyare held the third
Friday of the month at 8:00 PM. The
meeting site is Mechanicsville
Christian Center, 8601 Shady Grove
Roadin Mechanicsville. For detailed

VE EXAMS
Exams for licensing or
upgrading for the next three months
are as follows.
There are two
locations, one in Chesterand one in
Richmond. To take an exam you
must bring $10.00 cash (exact
change) and two forms of
identification, one of which must be a
photo I.D. If you are upgradingyou
must bring the original of your
current license and a photocopy of
same. If you have credit for
previouslypassed element(s), bring

your CSCE. Pleasealso arrive
about
15 minutes prior to the
indicatedtimesbelow.
Preregistration is preferred,
but not required (unless you are
taking the CW element in Chester).
Walk-ins are welcome as long as
seatingandmaterialsare available.
The first exam is on August
10th at 9:00 AM at J. Sargeant
Reynolds Community College, 1651
E. Parhan1 Road, Riclunond, in
Building B. For more information or
to preregistercontactPatrick Wilson,
W4PW, (804) 932-9424or go to:
http://www.w4pw.org/hamtests.htm
The secondexam will be on
September2nd at 7:30 PM at Pietro's
Restaurantat the comer of Jeff Davis
Highway and Osborne Road in
Chester. For more infonnation or to
preregister call (804) 768-2255 or
visit:
http://www.kr4uq.org/V_: E- EXAM
S/v e exams.html

(Note: There are double underscores
between V, E and EXAM and Y, e
and exam).

The third exam of the
quarterwill be on October10th at
9:00 AM, also at J. Sargeant
Reynolds Community College,
Building B.
Preregistration
infonnation is the same as noted
earlier.
ELMERS (OR ELMYRAS???)
WANTED
Looking for radio help in
Solid Copy? Are you hoping to find
articles about how to operate a
specific mode? Need tricks and tips
for contesting? Want to know the
protocolsfor passingtraffic? Are you
looking to Solid Copy for this
information? I hope you're standing
in front of a mirror when you ask,
"Where's it at?"

If you expect R.A.T.S. to
provide this information for you,
rememberyou are R.A.T .S. If we
each sharea little nugget of our own
radio wisdom, then we all are bound
to learn somethingfrom time to time.
Although I've been licensed
since 1987, I'm really a novice at
heart, if not by license. The main
thing I hope to get from R.A.T .S. is
knowledge and experience in all
things radio. I'm not asking for
much. It is sometimes a little
intimidating to have the fIrst antenna
you use,or the first homebrewproject
you see, or the first QSO in an
unfamiliar mode be the one you did
yourself. It's harderto know if you're
doing it right, and it's a lot easierto
makemistakesand pick up bad habits
when no one is watching over your
shoulder and guiding you in the
proper techniques.

If you can help along these
lines by sharing your knowledge in
thesepages,it would be welcomedby
everyone.
If
you
have
something to contribute, you can
either mail or email it to me. The
deadline for the Fall 2002 issue will
be October9th.

The other deals with the woes of a
ham. Either way, "Bricklayer" is the
nameof it . . .
"I am writing in responseto
your
request for
additional
infonnation, for block number 3 of
the accident report. I put 'poor
planning'as the causeof my accident.
You said in your letter that I should
explain more fully, and I trust the
following detail will be sufficient.
"I am an amateur radio
operatorand on the day in question,I
was working alone on the top section
of my new SO-foottower. When I had
completedmy work, I discoveredthat
I had, over the courseof severaltrips
up the tower, brought up about 300
pounds of tools and sparehardware.
Ratherthan carry the unneededtools
and materialdown by hand, I decided
to lower the items down in a small
barrel by using the pulley attachedto
the gin pole at the top of the tower.
"Securingthe rope at ground
level, I went to the top of the tower
and loadedthe tools and material into
the barrel. Then I went back to the
groundand untied the rope,holding it
tightly to ensurea slow decentof the
300 poundsof tooIs.

kb5~arrl.net
Mike Gabbert
P. O. Box 941
Sandston,Virginia 23150-0941

THE BRICKLAYER
As you may have guessedin
the spring edition of Solid Copy, I
like to glean little gems of
information from the Internet. One of
the things I enjoy is folktales and
urban legends. One of the urban
legendscomes under the heading of
"The Bricklayer." I imagine many of
you have heardthis before. The tale
is certainly not new and can be found
on many web sites.
It's called the "Bricklayer,"
but there are two versions of the
story. One, obviously, hasto do with
the misadventures of a bricklayer.

t1Jie qJuLTetin of the <1{iclimond"J4-mateur 'Telecommunications

"You will note in block
number 11 of the accidentreport that
I weigh only 155 pounds.Due to my
surprise of being jerked off the
ground so suddenly, I lost my
presenceof mind and forgot to let go
of the rope. Needless to say, I
proceededquickly up the side of the
tower. At about the 40-foot level, I
met the barrel coming down. This
explains my fractured skull and
brokencollarbone.
"Slowed only slightly, I
continued my rapid ascent, not
stoppinguntil the fingers of my right
handwere two knucklesdeepinto the
pulley. Fortunately, by this time, I
had regained my presenceof mind
and was able to hold onto the rope in
spite of my pain. At approximately
the sametime, however,the barrel of
tools hit the ground, and the bottom
broke out of the barrel.
Society
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"Without the weight of the
tools, the barrel now only weighed
about 20 pounds.I refer you again to
my weight in block number 11. As
you would expect, I began a rapid
descentdown the side of the tower. In
the vicinity of the 40-foot level, I met
the barrel coming up. This accounts
for the two fractured ankles, and the
lacerations of my legs and lower
body. The encounterwith the barrel
slowed me enough to lessen my
injuries when I fell onto the pile of
tools and, fortunately, only three
vertebraewere cracked.

NEWS FROM AROUND THE
COMMONWEALTH
There will be three hamfests
during the summerquarter this year.
On Friday, August 3rd is the
Roanoke VaBey Hamfest and
Computer Show hosted by the
Roanoke Valley ARC at William
Byrd High School on Washington
Avenue in Vinton, Virginia. Contact
Donald M. Aldridge, K4PK, at

The next day, August 4th,
the Shenandoah
Valley ARC's 52nd
Annual Winchester Hamfest will be
at the Clarke County Ruritan
Fairgrounds in Berryville, Virginia.
Gates open at 6:00 AM. For more
information contact Jane Barb,
KD4IET, 2549 Senseny Road,
Berryville, Virginia 22611, phone
(540) 955-1745. You may also visit
their websiteat:
www. vvalleyarc.com/svarc/hamfestli
ndex.html

k4pk@mindspring.com.
Talk-in is on 146.82.

"I am sorry to report,
however, that as I lay there on the
tools, in pain. unable to stand and
watching the empty barrel 80 feet
aboveme, I againlost my presenceof
mind. I let go of the rope. . ."

Donald says this is more of a flea
market and swap fest as fewer of the
larger dealers travel to the smaller
fests thesedays. You can also check
the websitefor updatesat:
http://www.cuppnet.com/rvarc

Can't you imagine the guy
lying there, looking up at the quickly
descending barrel and muttering, "Oh,
RATS!"? It easily brings to mind the
little guy on our logo.

Talk-in will be on 146.985 (-600).
Admission is $5.00 in advance,and
$6.00 at the door. Hours are from
9:00 AM until 3:00 PM.

And as you all may know,
the Virginia Beach Hamfest will be
September 28-29 at the Pembroke
Mall in Virginia Beach. This is a
new day and a two-day event. For
details, contact Lynn Lilla, W9DJQ,
848 Stacey Place, Virginia Beach,
Virginia 23464 (757) 479-1597. You
can also visit the website at
www.vahamfest.com.Talk-in will be
on 146.970.
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Meeting Site is Church Icon at Top Left. Just a reminder for thosewho missedlast month's meeting.

Solid CopyTM is publishedby the RichmondAmateurTelecommunicationsSociety,Inc., PO Box 14828,Richmond,V A 23221
Copyright 2002.All Rights Reserved.Circulation 200
Voice Mail System: (804) 790-0077,mailbox 7287
InternetE-mail Address:rats@xats.net
RATS Web Site: hn,n://www.mts.net
The purposeof Solid CopyTM is to provide club information and amateur radio news to membersof the Richmond Amateur
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Submit via the Internet at editor@.rats.net. Opinions expressedin Solid CopyTM do not necessarilyrepresentthe views of the
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Board of Directors
TJ Johnston,N4UYQ, President
Guy Carlsen,K4CNF, Vice President
Charlie Trible, WA4ERC, Secretary
Arlo Amstutz, WA4RLO, Treasurer
WarrenWinner, N4NCL, Director
Jerry Long, K4KJL, Director
ParkeSlater,N4KFT, Director
Mike Billie, WD8CHP, Director
Bill Stewart,KG4UH, Director

n4uvg@;rats.net
k4cnf@;rats.net
wa4erc@rats.net
wa4rlo@;rats.net
n4n~l@rats.net
k4kjl@;rats.net
n4kft@;rats.net
wd8ch~@rats.net
kg4ijh@rats.net

The boardmay also be contacted,as a whole, at board@.rats.net.
Pleasefeel free to contact any of us regarding RATS business,
information, andideas.
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Richmond, VA 23221
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